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Brookton District High School 
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Preparing today’s child for tomorrow’s world. 
 



 
 
 

Welcome to Brookton District High School 
 
We hope that your child’s first year at school will be an enjoyable and enriching one for 
you and your child. This information has been compiled to give you an insight into our 
Kindergarten and to answer some of the questions you may have. 

 

Our Vision 
 
At Brookton DHS we provide our students with the skills, knowledge and attitudes 
to enable them to become lifelong learners and to make positive contributions to 
the society in which they live. 
 

Brookton District High School is a friendly and welcoming school, committed to providing 
the best possible education for the children of the Brookton community and surrounding 
areas. We believe that every staff member, parent and child is a partner in that child’s 
learning journey. Our school continually monitors the learning of each child and makes 
great effort to analyse student progress. We believe that every student can learn and that 
every student can achieve their individual excellence. 
 
At Brookton District High School our motto is 'Strive'. 

 

School Context 
 
Brookton District High School is situated in the South Avon Valley Region 137km from 
Perth. The area is mainly engaged in rural pursuits with services that support these 
activities. Students are from farming and town families and our current enrolment is 140 
students, catering from Kindergarten to Year 10, with approximately a third of the student 
population being Aboriginal.  
 
The school conducts specialist programs in Physical Education, Information Technology 
and has begun implementing STEM learning opportunities using Coding, Robotics and 
Multimedia. The school has invested in sets of iPads and has trained staff in their use to 
support STEM learning.  Secondary students are engaged in a number of enterprise 
activities, for example, Design and Technologies, Home Economics, Robotics, STEM 
coding, Sports Academy and Outdoor Education. 
 
The school is well resourced with facilities that include a computer lab, two dedicated 
science labs, a design and technology centre, a home economics room and a teacher 
resource centre. The school grounds are attractive and well maintained and provide 
playing areas for all groups. The school receives outstanding support from our very active 
School Board and P&C Association. 

 

Our Aim 
 
Our aim is for Brookton District High School to become the school of choice for Brookton 
and surrounding areas. 
 
 
 
 

Brookton District High School 



 
 
 

Contacting Us 
 
The School and Kindergarten can be contacted on the following numbers: 
 
Kindergarten   9642 5007 
Administration Office 9642 5000 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact the teacher if you have any queries or worries about your 
child. We can easily make appointments to discuss any issues about which you are 
concerned. 

 
 

Term Dates for Students - 2020 
 
Term One:           Monday 3 February – Thursday 9 April 
Term Two:           Tuesday 28 April – Friday 3 July 
Term Three:        Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September 
Term Four:          Monday 12 October – Thursday 17 December 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT START DATES FOR THE BEGINNING OF EACH TERM MAY BE 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO PUPIL FREE DAYS. PLEASE CHECK TERM 

CALENDARS AND NEWSLETTERS FOR UPDATED INFORMATION. 
 
 

Our Program 
 
At Kindergarten we believe that purposeful play is a powerful way for children to learn. 
Children will be given opportunities to choose from a wide variety of activities that 
stimulate, challenge and involve them in interesting tasks to enhance their learning. During 
the day children will be involved in a range of structured activities and activities that the 
children choose to participate in. The experiences that the children will be involved in allow 
them to build, construct, create, change and explore while developing the knowledge and 
skills that they need for their future learning. 
 
The teaching and learning program offered to students in the Kindergarten will be linked to 
the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) and the Western Australian Kindergarten 
guidelines (0-5 years). The major focus being phonological awareness, alphabet sounds 
and number recognition. To enhance the deliverance of our literacy outcomes, our 
program is based on the Letters and Sound and Talk for Writing programs. 
 
The Early Years Learning Framework, Western Australia Kindergarten guidelines and the 
Australian Curriculum are based on an outcomes approach to education. They set out a 
series of outcomes agreed to be essential for all students to achieve. These outcomes 
describe what students should know, understand, value and be able to do as a result of 
their learning experiences. Students achieve outcomes at increasing levels of complexity 
as they progress through their schooling. 
 
 
 
 

General Information 



Our Positive Behaviour Values 
 
Brookton District High School has implemented a School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 
program to ensure that expected behaviours are explicitly taught, modelled and reinforced. 
With contributions from students, staff and community members, four expectations were 
developed to help every student “SOAR” to achieve their greatest potential.  

 
 
 
 

 We are Safe 

 We are Organised 

 We are Achievers 
 We are Respectful 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Class Dojo 
 
All classes from K-10 use Class Dojo. It is a behaviour management monitoring tool that 
encourages children to work hard and participate through the allocation of positive and 
negative dojo points, however in Kindergarten it is mainly used to communicate with 
parents. 
 
I share news, photos and information regarding events and activities happening at school 
and in the classroom. I send private messages directly to you if required. 
 
To participate you need to sign up for Class Dojo. It is a simple free app for iOS and 
Android or you can login at www.classdojo.com. You will receive further information from 
us at the beginning of the year and any new parents will be invited to join our class. 

 
 

Voluntary Contribution 
 
In accordance with the School Education Act 1999 (Amendment) and the Department of 
Education - Contributions, Charges and Fees, schools can charge up to $60.00 for 
students from Kindergarten to Year 6. These charges and contributions need to be 
endorsed by the School Board. 
 

A Contribution is ‘voluntary’ and the funds are used towards the costs of materials, 
services and facilities used by students in the educational program. Kindergarten 
contributions can be paid at the Administration Office at the beginning of the school year. 
Please make cheques payable to Brookton District High School or if bank details are 
required for direct deposit please contact the school. Payment options are available and 
encouraged. 
 
 
 

http://www.classdojo.com/


Attendance 
 
As the Department of Education are providing education for Kindergarten children, it is an 
expectation that the children attend on scheduled days in order to maximize their learning 
experiences. Regular attendance is very important. Coming every day and arriving on 
time reinforces for children that school is a significant experience, not to be missed. 
Requests for family holidays taken during school time need to be applied for in writing to 
the Principal for approval before the date/s involved. A child is deemed ‘At Risk’ if 
attendance is below 90%. 
 
In line with the Department of Education Attendance Policy, attendance data is recorded 
every day. If your child is going to be absent please notify their teacher each day that they 
are absent either verbally, by written notification, via class dojo, or by sending a text 
message to 0438 942 354, the school’s message you system. 

 
 

Kindergarten Session Times: 
 
First Semester (Terms 1 and 2)           Second Semester (Terms 3 and 4) 
Tuesday 8.45 am – 3.10 pm  Monday 8.45 am – 2.40pm 
Thursday 8.45 am – 3.10 pm  Tuesday 8.45 am – 3.10 pm 
      Thursday 8.45 am – 3.10 pm 
 

STUDENTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO BE AT SCHOOL BEFORE 8.30AM. 
If children are not collected within 10 minutes after the conclusion of school, they will be 
taken to the Administration Office and will need to be collected from there. 

 
 

Arrival and Departure 

 
When your child arrives please bring them into the Centre, that way we are sure they have 
arrived. Children who arrive after 9.00 am will need to go to the Administration Office so a 
late absence can be entered before going to Kindergarten. Your child should be picked up 
at the end of the day promptly. Young children easily become distressed if they think you 
have forgotten them! If you are unavoidably detained, please contact the Kindergarten 
Centre. 
 
Administration Office 9642 5000 
Kindergarten   9642 5007 
 
If someone other than yourself is collecting your child, please notify the staff verbally, or by 
way of a note or phone call. The school will not release any child to non-authorised 
persons. Written notification is required if there will be regular collection by someone other 
than a parent or legal guardian (refer to form – Collection of Kindergarten Children) 
enclosed in your child’s Enrolment Pack. 
 
*Please note that unless you have a Restraining Order or Sole Custody Order from the 
Family Court or other legal requirements we are unable to refuse legal parents or 
guardians the right to access their child. The school must be shown the original court 
documentation and a copy must be retained on your child’s student file. 

 
 
 



Parking 
 
Parents are reminded that Tiller Street parking is for staff and official visitors to our school. 
Please use White Street as the drop off and pick up point for your child/ren, unless 
specifically coming to Administration. 

 

Bus Children 
 
The bus bay is located in Tiller Street. 
 
For the first few weeks a staff member will meet Kindergarten children at the bus bay in 
the morning. After this older children will be organised to escort the children to the Centre. 
In the afternoons a staff member escorts the children to the bus bay and makes sure they 
get onto the right bus. 
 
If you do not want your child to go home on the bus for any reason, you must notify the 
Kindergarten staff and the bus driver, or your child will be put on the bus. Staff will also 
need to be informed if your child is travelling on a different bus. 

 

Uniform - Kindergarten 
 
School uniform is compulsory for all students of Brookton District High School. Uniforms 
help children to feel that they belong.  
 

Uniforms are available for purchase on a Tuesday from 9.00 am to 9.30 am or a Thursday 
from 3.00 pm to 3.30 pm. If you cannot make it on the set day, you may forward or place 
your order at the Administration Office and the uniforms will be supplied as soon as 
convenient. The Brookton District High School P & C Association provide this valuable and 
voluntary service. It is advisable to label all clothing. 
 

Although every precaution is taken, paint often ends up on clothes as well as everything 
else! For most stains a stain remover and cold water usually work. 

 

Footwear 
 
Students are required to wear footwear throughout the entire day. Sandals or sneakers are 
the only acceptable form of footwear to be worn as it is suitable for both indoor and 
outdoor play. Please do not send your child in ugg boots, gum boots or thongs. 
 

Birthdays 
 
Children love to celebrate their birthday at school. If you would like to send something to 
share, a cake that we can cut up or cup cakes are most suitable. Please ask beforehand 
how many children are in the class so there is enough for everyone, and if there are any 
food allergies you need to be aware of. 
 

Confidential Declaration 
 
All parents are asked to complete a ‘Confidential Declaration’ form. This allows you to 
participate in any activities at the school. See Attachment. 

 
 



Allergies and Medical Conditions 
 
If your child has a medical condition (allergies, asthma etc.) please notify the school 
immediately, if you have not already done so. Where necessary a Health Care Plan will be 
formulated in consultation with you, Administration and your Doctor so we can follow 
procedure for day to day care or if an emergency arises. If your child needs a Health Care 
Plan and does not have one in place they may be unable to attend school. 

 
 

Medications 
 
If your child is on prescribed medication you can request staff to administer it for you 
during the day. You must place your request through the Administration Office and sign all 
the relevant forms before staff will be authorised to administer ANY medication to your 
child. 

 
 

Allergy Aware 
 
Please be aware that there may be some students with food allergies who need to be 
considered when sending food to school. Please contact Kindergarten Staff before you 
provide food for other students. The school is a nut aware school and discourages the 
consumption of nuts and nut products at school. 

 
 

Illness 
 
It is advisable to keep your child at home when they are unwell. A child who is not 
well does not always cope very well during the day. Staying at home also helps curb the 
spread of infection to other children and staff. Please keep your child at home if they are 
suffering any of the following: 
 

 Head lice (until they have been treated). 

 Ear/nose/eye discharge (e.g. conjunctivitis). 

 Weeping sores. 

 Diarrhoea. 

 Fever. 

 Vomiting or has vomited within the last twelve hours. 

 Any signs of infectious disease i.e. chicken pox, influenza, mumps, rubella, ringworm 
and school sores. 

 
Should your child become unwell during the day you will be contacted and asked to make 
arrangements for them to be collected. 
 
 
PLEASE KEEP YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION UP-TO-DATE THROUGH THE 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE. 

 
 
 
 
 



Kindergarten/Pre-Primary Parents Committee 
 
The Kindergarten/Pre-Primary Parents’ Committee is a subcommittee of the Parents and 
Citizens Association. 
 
A new committee will be elected for 2020. Please consider taking an active role in this 
committee. Not only does every child benefit from the resources the committee is able to 
purchase through their fundraising efforts, but it is also a great way to keep in touch with 
what your child is doing at Kindergarten/Pre-Primary. 
 
The purpose of this committee is to: 
 

 Promote the interest of the Pre-Primary and Kindergarten; and 

 To represent the special interest of Pre-Primary and Kindergarten students at the P&C 
meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kindergarten  

Requirements for 2020 
 

 

ON THE FIRST DAY ALL STUDENTS WILL NEED TO BRING: 
 

 Class requirements as listed on 2020 Personal Items List. 
(please – all items are to be clearly labeled with your child’s name). 

 

 A clearly labeled school hat that will stay at school. The school has a strict No Hat-
No Play rule that is enforced all year round. Bucket hats with the school logo on 
them can be purchased from the school uniform shop. 

 
 

EVERY DAY ALL STUDENTS WILL NEED TO BRING: 
 

 A school bag or pull along case big enough for lunchboxes, jumpers and pieces of 
work that your child will bring home. 

 

 A change of clothes to be left in their bag in case of accidents. 
 

 Kindergarten students have a shared morning and afternoon fruit time every day. This 
is a routine which provides for social learning where the children are encouraged to 
use acceptable table manners, to wait and take turns and to chat with their peers. 

 
Please provide TWO pieces of fruit/vegetable every day. 

 

 A healthy allergy aware packed lunch. The School Canteen operates on a Tuesday for 
lunch. Children are able to order their lunch on this day. The Canteen menu and price 
list will be published in the school newsletter at the beginning of each term. 

 

 Water bottle filled with WATER ONLY. 
 
 
Some suggestions for fruit time are: 
 
 

apples  nectarines strawberries carrots 

bananas  oranges watermelon capsicum 

dried apricots peaches tomatoes cauliflower 

grapes pears sultanas celery 

honeydew melon plums broccoli snow peas 

kiwi fruit rockmelon beans cheese 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The First Day 
 

 Please do not expect or presume that you are going to have trouble in separation.  
 

 Be positive yourself so that your child knows that you feel good about the school. Try 
not to show your child that you are worried or sad as this will make them feel worse. 

 

 Tell your child of the fun they will have and some of the things they will be able to do.  
 

 It is important that your child arrives at school on time. Children like to have a few 
minutes before the day starts to do things such as catch up with friends. 

 

 So you have done your best, the big day arrives and……your child cries! Do not be 
embarrassed or agitated over this. Many children have looked forward to this day for 
so long, been ready since 6.00 am and then suddenly - strange faces, a lot of noise 
and a crowd of people. All in all it can be a bit overwhelming. 

 

 If your child is not upset we advise you to leave, and not to stay as if expecting tears. 
Otherwise stay with your child until they have calmed down.  

 

 If you are going to be delayed be sure to let the school know and ask them to tell the 
teacher and your child what is happening. 

 

 Make sure that your child always knows that you will always come back. Be reliable 
and on time when picking up your child after school. 

 
 

Correct Pencil Grip 
 
It is important to establish and reinforce a proper pencil grip as early as possible. The 
tripod grip is the preferred grip as it allows for proper control of the pencil. In the tripod grip 
the thumb, index finger and middle finger form a triangle to hold the pencil with the ring 
finger and the little finger supporting the middle finger. The pencil should be positioned 
between the three fingers so there is equal pressure. The index finger should rest on the 
top of the pencil. All fingers are slightly bent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Handwriting 
 
At Brookton District High School, the children are taught Victorian Modern Cursive print. It 
is very important that when you are showing your child how to write the letters of the 
alphabet, that you model the correct letter formations. Bad habits formed now are very 
hard to break. At the back of this booklet, we have included sheets that demonstrate the 
correct formation of all the letters, for both right and left handers. We have also included 
the Peggy Lego prompts that we use to teach the formation of every lower and upper case 
letter. 
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S   C is for cat, big fat belly. 
 

s   C is for cat, big fat belly. 

 
N 

  Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP. 
 Jack and Jill go down the hill. 
 Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP 
 

n   Tick, small man, small man pulls down, STOP  
  Trace up on the same line, over the hill, tick.  

A   Jack and Jill go down the hill and down the hill. 
  Sideways to the magic land. 

a 
 

  C is for cat, join it up. 
  Trace down on the same line and tick. 

T   Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP. 
  Sideways to the magic land. 

t  Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, tick. 
 Sideways to the magic land. 

P   Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP. 
 Big fat belly. 

p   Tall man, tall man pulls down, STOP. 
  Trace up on the same line, over the hill and tick. 

I  Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP 

i  Small man, small man pulls down, tick.  
 Dot on top. 

Handwriting Prompts for S, N, A, P, I and T 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D 
 

  Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP. 
  Back to the top, big fat belly. 

d   C is for cat, join it up, go all the way to the top. 
  Trace back down, tick. 

M   Jack and Jill go down the hill. Back to the top. 
 Jack and Jill go down the hill, up the hill and down the hill.  
 

m   Tick, small man, small man pulls down, STOP.  
  Up and over the hill, up and over the hill and tick.  

C   C is for cat, up and around. 

c   C is for cat, up and around. 

E   Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP. 
  Sideways to the magic land. Sideways to the magic land.  
  Sideways to the magic land. 

e  Sideways to the magic land. C is for cat. 

H   Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP. 
  Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP. 
 Sideways to the magic land. 

h   Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP. 
  Trace back up, over the hill and tick. 

R  Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP. 
 Big fat belly.  
 Jack and Jill go down the hill. 

r  Tick, small man, small man pulls down, STOP.  
 Trace back up, make a rainbow then a tick. 

Handwriting Prompts for D, M, C, E, H and R 



 
  

 

 

 

F 
 

Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP.  
Back to the top.  
Sideways to the magic land, sideways to the magic land. 
 

f Up and over the hill. 
Tall man, tall man pulls down, STOP.  
Sideways to the magic land. 
 

L Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP. 
Sideways to the magic land. 
 

l Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, tick.   

O C is for cat. Join it up.  

o C is for cat. Join it up, tick. 

B Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP. 
Back to the top. 
Big fat belly, big fat belly. 
 

b Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, under the bridge         
and tick. 
 

G   C is for cat. Small man pulls down, STOP. 

g   C is for cat. Join it up. Trace back down. Monkey tail. 

U Tall man, tall man, starts at the top, pulls down, under the bridge. 
Up, up, trace back down.  
 

u Small man, small man pulls down, under the bridge. Up, up, trace 
back down. Tick. 

Handwriting Prompts for F, L, O, B, G and U 



 
 

 

 

K 
 

Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP. 
Jack and Jill go down the hill. Jack and Jill go down the hill. 

k Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down, STOP. Trace back 
up, big fat belly. Jack and Jill go down the hill. Tick.  

W Jack and Jill go down the hill, up the hill, down the hill and up 
the hill.  
 

w Small man, small man pulls down, under the bridge. Down and under 
the bridge. Tick.    

V Jack and Jill go down the hill and up the hill.  

v 
 

Small man, small man pulls down and under the bridge. Tick. 

Y Jack and Jill go down the hill and up the hill, Small man, small 
man pulls down, STOP.  

y  Small man, small man pulls down and under the bridge. Trace back 
down and monkey tail. 

X   Jack and Jill go down the hill. Jack and Jill go down the hill. 

x   Big fat belly. C is for cat. 

J Tall man, tall man, starts at the top, pulls down. Monkey tail.  

j Tall man, tall man starts at the top, pulls down. Monkey tail. Dot 
on top. 

Q C is for cat, join it up. Jack and Jill go down the hill. 

q C is for cat, join it up. Trace back down and tick. 
 

Z Sideways to the magic land. Jack and Jill go down the hill. 
Sideways to the magic land.  

z Big fat belly. Big fat belly. 

Handwriting Prompts for K, W, V, Y, X, J Q and Z 


