Newsletter Edition 31

Principals Address

This week | have been reflecting on the importance of
hands-on activities, games, sport, and the many
transferable life skills they teach our students.

In a world where young people spend increasing
amounts of time on screens, there is something
incredibly valuable about students connecting face to
face through board games, outdoor play, creative
activities, and sport. These activities are not “just for
fun’, they help build important academic, social, and
emotional skills.

Board games are excellent for developing mental
maths, problem solving, and strategic thinking skills.
Whether students are counting scores, managing
money in Monopoly, planning moves in chess, or
calculating risks in card games, they are strengthening
their thinking skills without even realising it.

Just as importantly, games teach students how to
interact positively with others. They learn turn taking,
communication, patience, teamwork, negotiation, and
emotional regulation. They also learn one of life's most
important lessons, how to lose with good grace.
Winning is exciting, but true character is shown when
things do not go our way. Learning to say, “Well done,
let's play again — Il get you next time!” teaches
resilience, optimism, and sportsmanship. These are the
same qualities we encourage in the classroom, on the
sporting field, and throughout life.

Interestingly, many of the skills students develop
through board games are transferrable skills needed
for success in events like cross country: strategy,
persistence, resilience, practice, and determination.
Success rarely happens instantly. Improvement comes
through effort, learning from mistakes, and having
another go.
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Important Dates

Tue 26 May
Creative Writing Workshop
Yr3-Yr9

Wed 27 May
National Simultaneous
Storytime

Wed 27 May
Board Meeting

Thu 28 May
Interschool Cross Country PP-
Yr10 - Beverley

Thu 28 May
Football Clinic Yr2-10

Fri 29 May
Reconciliation Walk PP-Yr10

Mon 1 Jun
WA Day - Public holiday

Tue 2 Jun
Staff Development Day - NO
STUDENTS

Thu 4 Jun
Earbus Visit

Tue 9 Jun
ORACY Yr2-6

Tue 9 Jun
Milo & Marshmellow Night
Yr4-6

Fri 12 Jun
Interschool Winter Carnival
Yr3-6 - Pingelly
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aThis was beautifully demonstrated at our recent Cross Country Carnival. | was
incredibly proud of the effort shown by all students, particularly the encouragement
and sportsmanship displayed throughout the event. Congratulations to Dale faction,
who reminded us all that teamwork matters. Dale did not win because they had the
most individual champions, but because they had the most students finish the race
and contribute points for their faction. It was a wonderful example of collective
effort, persistence, and school spirit.
These lessons align strongly with our SOAR values:

¢ Safe — managing emotions calmly and including others positively

* Organised — following rules, taking turns, and preparing for success

* Achievers — persisting, practising, and striving to improve

* Respectful — showing kindness, encouragement, and good sportsmanship
Finally, we would like to wish the very best of luck to all students representing
Brookton District High School at the upcoming interschool cross country event. We
are proud of your effort, determination, and willingness to challenge yourselves, and
we know you will represent our school with pride.
Thank you also to our families and community members for the wonderful support
shown at our recent Mother's Day event. The duck decorating competition was
highly competitive, wonderfully creative, and brought plenty of smiles and laughter
to our school community.
Kris Dewson Hall, Principal
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